
Web Design Philip 2020 – 2023, PDF By Philip Shaun Connolly 2020 – 2023
1 of 3

Saint Joseph's, Saint Anne’s & Holy Family And Saint Patrick’s
31st December 2023, The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, Year B

Served By The Discalced Carmelites
Parish Priest: Fr. Louis Aroon OCD email: louisaroon2015@gmail.com

Assistant Priest: Fr. Ligori Alexander OCD email: ligorialex@gmail.com
Tel: 0191 534 2346

Sr. Alphonsus (Parish Sister at St. Patrick’s, Ryhope)
Tel: 0191 521 0340

Rev. Bernard Finan SDS (Retired and resident priest at St. Patrick's)

Sunday Mass Readings for 31st December 2023, The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, Year B

1st Reading Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14 Or Genesis 15:1-6; 21:1-3

Responsorial Psalm Psalms 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 Or Psalms 105:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9

2nd Reading Colossians 3:12-21 Or Colossians 3:12-17 or Hebrews 11:8, 11-12, 17-19

Alleluia Colossians 3:15A, 16A Or Hebrews 1:1-2

Gospel Luke 2:22-40 Or Luke 2:22, 39-40

1st Reading – Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14
2 For God has honored the father in the sons, and, when seeking the judgment of the mother, he has 
confirmed it in the children.
3 He who loves God will plead with him on behalf of sins, and will keep himself away from sin, and will 
be heeded in the prayers of his days.
4 And, like one who stores up treasure, so also is he who honors his mother.

5 He who honors his father will find happiness in his own children, and he will be heeded in the day of 
his prayer.
6 He who honors his father will live a long life. And he who obeys his father will be a refreshment to 
his mother.
12 Son, support your father in his old age, and do not grieve him in his life.
13 And if his mind should fail, show kindness; and do not spurn him when you are in your strength. For 
almsgiving to the father will never be forgotten.
14 firmly planted against the debt of your sins a house raised in justice to you.
Or Genesis 15:1-6; 21:1-3
1 The word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, saying: “Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your 
protector, and your reward is exceedingly great.”
2 And Abram said: “Lord God, what will you give to me? I may go without children. And the son of the 
steward of my house is this Eliezer of Damascus.”
3 And Abram added: “Yet to me you have not given offspring. And behold, my servant born in my 
house will be my heir.”
4 And immediately the word of the Lord came to him, saying: “This one will not be your heir. But he 
who will come from your loins, the same will you have for your heir.”
5 And he brought him outside, and he said to him, “Take in the heavens, and number the stars, if you 
can.” And he said to him, “So also will your offspring be.”
6 Abram believed God, and it was reputed to him unto justice.
1 The Lord visited Sarah, just as he had promised; and he fulfilled what he had spoken.
2 Sarah conceived and gave birth to a son in her old age, at the time that God had foretold to her.
3 Abraham called the name of his son, whom Sarah bore for him, Isaac.

Responsorial Psalm – Psalms 128:1-2, 3, 4-5
R. (cf. 1) Blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways.
1 Blessed is everyone who fears the LORD, who walks in his ways!
2 For you shall eat the fruit of your handiwork; blessed shall you be, and favored.

R. Blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways.

3 Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine in the recesses of your home;
your children like olive plants around your table.

R. Blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways.

4 Behold, thus is the man blessed who fears the LORD.
5 The LORD bless you from Zion: may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem
all the days of your life.

R. Blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways.

Or Psalms 105:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9
R. (7a, 8a) The Lord remembers his covenant for ever.
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1 Give thanks to the LORD, invoke his name; make known among the nations his deeds.
2 Sing to him, sing his praise, proclaim all his wondrous deeds.

R. The Lord remembers his covenant for ever.

3 Glory in his holy name; rejoice, O hearts that seek the LORD!
4 Look to the LORD in his strength; constantly seek his face.

R. The Lord remembers his covenant for ever.

5 You descendants of Abraham, his servants, sons of Jacob, his chosen ones!
6 He, the LORD, is our God; throughout the earth his judgments prevail.

R. The Lord remembers his covenant for ever.

8 He remembers forever his covenant which he made binding for a thousand generations
9 which he entered into with Abraham and by his oath to Isaac.

R. The Lord remembers his covenant for ever.

2nd Reading – Colossians 3:12-21
Brothers and sisters:
12 Therefore, clothe yourselves like the elect of God: holy and beloved, with hearts of mercy, 
kindness, humility, modesty, and patience.
13 Support one another, and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive one another. For just 
as the Lord has forgiven you, so also must you do.
14 And above all these things have charity, which is the bond of perfection.
15 And let the peace of Christ lift up your hearts. For in this peace, you have been called, as one body. 
And be thankful.
16 Let the word of Christ live in you in abundance, with all wisdom, teaching and correcting one 
another, with psalms, hymns, and spiritual canticles, singing to God with the grace in your hearts.
17 Let everything whatsoever that you do, whether in word or in deed, be done all in the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
18 Wives, be submissive to your husbands, as is proper in the Lord.
19 Husbands, love your wives, and do not be bitter toward them.
20 Children, obey your parents in all things. For this is well-pleasing to the Lord.
21 Fathers, do not provoke your children to indignation, lest they lose heart.
Or Colossians 3:12-17
Brothers and sisters:
12 Therefore, clothe yourselves like the elect of God: holy and beloved, with hearts of mercy, 
kindness, humility, modesty, and patience.
13 Support one another, and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive one another. For just 
as the Lord has forgiven you, so also must you do.
14 And above all these things have charity, which is the bond of perfection.
15 And let the peace of Christ lift up your hearts. For in this peace, you have been called, as one body. 
And be thankful.

16 Let the word of Christ live in you in abundance, with all wisdom, teaching and correcting one 
another, with psalms, hymns, and spiritual canticles, singing to God with the grace in your hearts.
17 Let everything whatsoever that you do, whether in word or in deed, be done all in the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

Or Hebrews 11:8, 11-12, 17-19
Brothers and sisters:
8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an 
inheritance; he went out, not knowing where he was to go.
11 By faith he received power to generate, even though he was past the normal age – and Sarah 
herself was sterile – for he thought that the one who had made the promise was trustworthy.
12 So it was that there came forth from one man, himself as good as dead,
descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sands on the seashore.
17 By faith Abraham, when put to the test, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises 
was ready to offer his only son,
18 of whom it was said, “Through Isaac descendants shall bear your name.”
19 He reasoned that God was able to raise even from the dead, and he received Isaac back as a 
symbol.

Alleluia – Colossians 3:15A, 16A
R. Alleluia, alleluia.
15A Let the peace of Christ control your hearts;
16A let the word of Christ dwell in you richly.
R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Or Hebrews 1:1-2
R. Alleluia, alleluia.
1 In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets;
2 in these last days, he has spoken to us through the Son.
R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel – Luke 2:22-40
22 After the days of her purification were fulfilled, according to the law of Moses, they brought him 
to Jerusalem, in order to present him to the Lord,
23 just as it is written in the law of the Lord, “For every male opening the womb shall be called holy to 
the Lord,”
24 and in order to offer a sacrifice, according to what is said in the law of the Lord, “a pair of 
turtledoves or two young pigeons.”
25 And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was just and God-
fearing, awaiting the consolation of Israel. And the Holy Spirit was with him.
26 And he had received an answer from the Holy Spirit: that he would not see his own death before 
he had seen the Christ of the Lord.
27 And he went with the Spirit to the temple. And when the child Jesus was brought in by his 
parents, in order to act on his behalf according to the custom of the law,
28 he also took him up, into his arms, and he blessed God and said:
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29 “Now you may dismiss your servant in peace, O Lord, according to your word.
30 For my eyes have seen your salvation,
31 which you have prepared before the face of all peoples:
32 A light to the revelation of the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel.
33 And his father and mother were wondering over these things, which were spoken about him.
34 And Simeon blessed them, and he said to his mother Mary: “Behold, this one has been set for the 
ruin and for the resurrection of many in Israel, and as a sign which will be contradicted.
35 And a sword will pass through your own soul, so that the thoughts of many hearts may be 
revealed.”
36 And there was one Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher; she was far 
advanced in years, and had lived with her husband seven years from her virginity.
37 And she was a widow until she was eighty-four years. She never left the temple, but worshiped 
night and day with fasting and prayer.
38 Now she, at the same hour, coming in, confessed to the Lord; and spoke of him to all that looked 
for the redemption of Israel.
39 And after they had performed all things according to the law of the Lord, they returned into 
Galilee, to their city Nazareth.
40 The child grew and became strong, full of wisdom; and the grace of God was in him.
Or Luke 2:22, 39-40
22 And after the days of her purification, according to the law of Moses, were accomplished, they 
carried him to Jerusalem, to present him to the Lord:
39 And after they had performed all things according to the law of the Lord, they returned into 
Galilee, to their city Nazareth.
40 The child grew and became strong, full of wisdom; and the grace of God was in him.

Sunday Mass Readings Homily for 31st December 2023, The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, 
Year B

Saints of the Day 31st December 2023

Saint Sylvester I, Pope – Feast Day – 31st December 2023
Little is known of Saint Sylvester I, though there are legends. He succeeded to the Chair of St. 
Peter in 314. This was soon after the military triumph of Constantine and his Edict of Milan granting 
toleration to Christians. Constantine did not make Christianity the official religion of the Empire.
This would not occur until 380. But Constantine did give the Church breathing space. The Church could 

now simply be herself. And so the faithful poured out of the dark confines of their house churches 
and into the open-aired basilicas.
There were processions, statues erected in public, a new Christian calendar, sermons preached in the 
open, and proud bishops to lead a grateful people. Saint Sylvester I led the Church as it grew by leaps 
and bounds, becoming the primary institution in the Roman Empire, even replacing the imperial 
government itself.
Sylvester must have been a capable and even-handed leader. As pagan Rome slowly transformed into 
Christian Rome, any number of missteps could have halted the evolutionary process. But Sylvester and 
his successors stood confidently at the helm, kept a steady hand on the ship’s wheel, and guided the 
Barque of Peter to harbor with great tact.

Sick Of the Parish:

Please pray for all the Sick in our three 
Parishes “My Payers and Good Wishes to All.”

Sponsors:

Mack’em Bar Radio Network
https://mackem-bar-radio-network.makem-bar-radio.eu/

Catholic Readings Dot Org
https://catholicreadings.org

Saint Anne’s & The Holy Family RC Church, Pennywell Sunderland
Saint Patrick’s RC Church, Ryhope Sunderland
Saint Josephs RC Church, Millfield Sunderland

Pass Sponsors (Associated Parishes In the Past):

Saint Bennett’s RC Church, Monkwearmouth Sunderland
Saint Hilda’s RC Church, Southwick Sunderland
Saint Leonard’s RC Church, Silksworth Sunderland


